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The Book is Dead! Long Live the Book! Reflections on E-books:
Diversity, Growth, Use

Tefko Saracevic

SCIS, Rutgers U, NJ, USA



@ Tefko Saracevic &JTGERS

RUTGERS RUTGERS
3 3 Central ideas in the presentation
Old story New story
The book is dead! ' S:::;:rge_ Rl:::truifgri:ar:?;oef:zﬂsm in scale
Long live the book! ho hum Mass book digitization is on
industrial scale - causing an
industrial scale revolution

Reflections on e-books —

diversity, growth, use

Effecting BIG changes in
Tefko Saracevic, PhD technology, services & use

hittp://comminfo.rutgers.edu/~tefko,

And BIG changes in libraries

@ e @
RUTGERS] RUTGERS
On disappearance of print books
Predictions abound
(pBooks)
Book eBook ioe i
* Many elegies in .
In Memoriam! New birth. New Age. n wv Er In books we have a
6o : Resurrection! e sp.ape S pile up, display,
F— magazines, blogs o

Lamentations the
= — way we experience
books above &
beyond reading

* eBooks: nothing
piled up, no texture

— physicality of books
“Prediction is very difficult, especially about the future.” — heft, texture, scent
Niels Bohr (1885-1962)
® ]
RUTGERS! RUTGERS
Sample of articles Sample of studies

? Wy A Circulation Analysis of] | What do faculty and students
user. P'rine ;5 Print Books and E-Books{ reall about e-books? &

in an Academic 3 s ‘:_:,L' ;
Research Library s A
e i s Cast sTUDY P
Skl s i S
s

Inno an re of ¢-Books = n
John W, Wasren, RAND Carporation, GA, USA r E-books in J
e o d

practice: A
: the librarian’s j

% k|
erspective <

v K
» Ril 304 JISC. banancur proge - !
" iy ey el gl T

The Digital Information Seekeg
Report ol lncngs irom Eolacicd OCLE
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